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MEETING NOTES 
 
Meeting #14, 17 March 2019 
Cambridge Bay, NU 
Saxifrage Resto-Café (21 Mitik Street) 
 
DAY ONE: Sunday, 17 March 
People Present: 
 

 Ahiak ACMC Members: 
o Kitty Taipagak, chairperson 
o Jennie Rausch, vice-chairperson 
o Ben Putuguq 
o Simona Akkikungnaq 
o Joseph Tikhak, Sr. 
o David Evalik 

 

 Community Liaison Officers: 
o Junna Ehaloak, Cambridge Bay CLO 

 

 Kitikmeot Inuit Association: none 
 

 Interpreter: 
o Emily Angulalik 

 

 Regrets: 
o Susie Ikkutisluk, Gjoa Haven CLO 

 

 Guests: none 
 

Meeting began at 7:25 PM.  
 
1. Welcome and opening 
Kitty welcomed everyone to the meeting, and thanked Ben, Simona and Jennie for travelling to be at the 
meeting. 
 
2. Review agenda 

- Under item #4, there are actually 11 annual permits to review (one was missed on the agenda - 
Cruise Ship: Le Soleal). 

 
3. Update on Action Items from the last meeting 
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Handed out meeting notes from last meeting (March 2018). 
 
See attached table of actions and their status as of 11 March 2019. 
 
4. Review Annual Reports from Permit Holders (11 total): 

- Research (birds): Kirsty Gurney 
- Research (birds): Ray Alisauskas 
- Research (birds): Jim Leafloor 
- Research (birds): Jennie Rausch 
- Research (water): ArcticNet 
- Research (fish): Jane Eert 
- Research (caribou): Mitch Campbell 
- Cruise Ship: Complete Expeditions 
- Cruise Ship: LeBoreal 
- Cruise Ship: LeSoleal 
- Guided Hunt: Kyler Knelsen 

Five annual reports from people who had permits in 2018 were reviewed (Gurney, Alisauskas, Leafloor, 
ArticNet and Knelsen).  
 
Five permit holders (Complete Expeditions, LeBoreal, LeSoleal, Rausch and Eert) did not actually enter Ahiak 
in 2018 and informed the CWS permitting officer of this, as such did not have to provide an annual report. 
However, Rausch and Eert provided a report anyways.  
 
One permittee failed to provide an annual report (Mitch Campbell, Government of Nunavut) despite more 
than one reminder to do so. This may affect whether or not the Ahiak ACMC will approve future permit 
requests from the GN for their caribou surveys.  
 
Specific comments on any of the annual reports: 

 
ACTION 2019-1-01: Jennie to send thank you letters to the permit holders on behalf of the ACMC. 
 

5. Review New Permit Applications (7 total): 
Seven new permit applications were reviewed by the ACMC. 
 

ACTION 2019-1-02: Jennie to send to Canadian Wildlife Service a permit recommendation letter for 
each applicant. Each letter will contain the standard Ahiak ACMC comments, as well as any specific 
comments for that application (if any). 

 
- Research (birds): Ray Alisauskas (Environment Climate Change Canada) 

Permit recommended for approval as per his application. 
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Specific comments: none.  
 

- Land Inspection: Justin Hack (Crown-Indigenous Relations and Northern Affairs Canada) 
Permit recommended for approval as per his application. 
 
Specific comments: none. 
 

- Land Inspection: Jacob Barkley (Canadian Coast Guard) 
Permit recommended for approval as per his application. 
 
Specific comments: none. 
 

- Cruise Ship: L’Austral 
Permit recommended for approval as per their application.  
 
Specific comments: In addition to our usual cruise ship recommendations (including warning about the 
shallow waters), request that they report any icebergs in the waters of Ahiak MBS because ice bergs are 
being seen more and more later into the summer.  
 

- Cruise Ship: Le Boreal 
Permit recommended for approval as per their application.  
 
Specific comments: In addition to our usual cruise ship recommendations (including warning about the 
shallow waters), request that they report any icebergs in the waters of Ahiak MBS because ice bergs are 
being seen more and more later into the summer.  
 

- Film Crew: Perfect Planet 
Permit recommended for approval as per their application. 
 
Specific comments: Request that they ensure their drone is properly registered and licensed for use in 
Canada. Request they provide their Transport Canada Drone Pilot Certificate number, Transport Canada 
drone registration number and Transport Canada Special Flight Operations Certificate (SFOC) or SFOC 
exemption to the to the CWS Permitting Officer prior to drone usage within Ahiak MBS.  
 

- Guided Hunt: Ekaluktutiak Hunters and Trappers Organization 
Permit recommended for approval as a one year permit to start (not multi-year as they applied for).  
 
Specific comments: The application is approved as a one year permit to start, and then after they report on 
the first year, they may apply for a 2 year extension/amendment. Request that they keep camps clean, and 
submit photos before and after in their annual report. Request they must have a Level 2 certified guide on 
each and every hunt in Ahiak MBS. 
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6. Update on appointments to ACMC 
Ben, David and Jennie were appointed to the ACMC by the federal Minister of the Environment on 18 June 
2015. Their 3 year appointment expired on 18 June 2018. Lisa Pirie-Dominix from Canadian Wildlife Service in 
Iqaluit is working on getting these members appointments renewed. The paperwork has been in Ottawa for 
over a year. When they are eventually renewed, these members will receive a new letter. This is expected 
this Spring 2019. The letters will be for 3 years from the date of the letter. 
 

ACTION 2019-1-03 (ACTION 2018-1-1; ACTION 2017-1-4): Jennie to work with Lisa Pirie-Dominix on 
Environment and Climate Change Canada re-appointing Ben, David and Jennie. 

 
Kitty, Simona and Joseph were appointed to the ACMC by the Kitikmeot Inuit Association. The motion to re-
appoint them was made by the Kitikmeot Inuit Association Executive in October 2017. Their 3 year 
appointments expire October 2020. 
 
Kitty, Simona and Joseph did not get letters from the KIA for their files for their re-appointments (October 
2017-2020). 
 

ACTION 2019-1-04 (ACTION 2018-1-2): Jennie to send Junna draft appointment letter text. 
 

ACTION 2019-1-05 (ACTION 2018-1-3): Junna to work with Fred to get letters to the appointees for 
2017-2020 appointments. 

 
At our March 2018 meeting we elected Kitty as our chairperson for another 3 year term.  The official 
appointment letter for the ACMC chairperson comes from the Regional Inuit Association (Kitikmeot Inuit 
Association). Last year Jennie was supposed to send Junna and Fred the motion, but it did not get done.  
 

ACTION 2019-1-06 (ACTION 2018-1-16): Jennie to send Junna and Fred the motion by the ACMC 
(made March 2018) to re-appoint Kitty as our chairperson along with draft appointment letter text 
in case it is helpful to Kitikmeot Inuit Association.  

 
7. Correspondence To and From the ACMC 
After we did the community consultations in April 2018, Jennie and Kitty attending the Nunavut Wildlife 
Management Board’s June 2018 meeting and presented the Final Management Plan to the Board Members. 
The Nunavut Wildlife Management Board approved the Ahiak Management Plan as presented and sent a 
letter to the Federal Minister of the Environment, Catherine McKenna.  
 
The ACMC reviewed the letter from NWMB to ECCC Minister. 
 
Minister McKenna sent the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board back a letter saying she accepted the 
NWMB’s decision and that she also approved the Ahiak Management Plan.  
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The ACMC reviewed the letter from ECCC Minister to NWMB.  
 
8. Update on Management Plan 
The Ahiak Management Plan has been officially approved by the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board and 
the Federal Minister of the Environment.  
 
Jennie is working to get the final management plan published in English, French, Inuktitut and Inuinnaqtun. It 
will be available in paper copies and online (PDF download).  
 
Members (and support people: Emily, Junna and Susie) will be mailed a printed copy of all four language 
versions once they are available.  
 

ACTION 2019-1-07: Once the Ahiak Management Plan is published, Jennie will mail a printed copy 
of the management plan (all languages) to each member and support person. 
 
ACTION 2019-1-08: Once the Ahiak Management Plan is published, Jennie will mail several printed 
copy of the management plan (all languages) to Nunavut Tunngavik Inc, the three regional Inuit 
organizations, the other eight ACMCs, the Kitikmeot HTOs and the Nunavut Wildlife Management 
Board.  

 
9. Budget and Annual Report: 

- Budget 2019-2020 Submission  
The members reviewed the updates to the 3 year workplan and budget. The draft 2019-2022 budget and 
workplan was approved as presented with one typo fixed.  
 

ACTION 2019-1-09: Jennie to submit the approved Ahiak ACMC budget to the Parties to the Inuit 
Impact and Benefit Agreement via Canadian Wildlife Service manager in Iqaluit (Lisa Pirie-
Dominix). 

 
- Annual Report 2018-2019 Text 

Jennie handed out copies of 2017-2018 annual report for members to keep. The members reviewed the draft 
text for the 2018-2019 report and approved it.  
 

ACTION 2019-1-10: Jennie to put the approved annual report text into the report template and 
submit to the Parties to the Inuit Impact and Benefit Agreement via Canadian Wildlife Service 
manager in Iqaluit (Lisa Pirie-Dominix). 

 
- Group Photograph 

Everyone present at the meeting was included in the photograph.  
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10. Annual review of operating documents: 
- Code of Conduct 
- Conflict of Interest  
- Operating Procedures 

The operating documents were last signed in 2017. We reviewed them last year (2018) but did not sign them 
again as they do not have to be signed every year. In 2017, the ACMC wanted to have the Inuinnaqtun and 
Inuktitut re-translated using our current translators which was completed. (See: ACTION 2018-1-4 (ACTION 
2017-1-7): Jennie to get the Code of Conduct, Conflict of Interest and Operating Procedures documents re-
translated into Inuktitut and Inuinnaqtun.).  
 
The members resigned the Code of Conduct and Conflict of Interest documents. The Operating Procedures 
document does not need to be signed. 
 
Members reviewed the contact list; all phone numbers and addresses were correct or were updated.  
 

ACTION 2019-1-11: Jennie will photocopy and mail a printed copy of the 2019 signed Code of 
Conduct, Conflict of Interest and Operating Procedures documents to each member. She will 
include a copy of the ACMC member contact list as well. 

 
11. Other miscellaneous business 
Communications and outreach  – 
We did not have much time at this meeting to discuss communications and outreach as its own topic, but 
just a quick update that Chris and Jennie are still working on finalizing the Ahiak DVD and getting it ready for 
distribution across Nunavut.  
 

ACTION 2019-1-12 (ACTION 2018-1-5): Jennie to distribute DVDs once they are ready. 
 
Chris is also starting to work on a website for all nine ACMCs to share where we will be able to post our 
photos, meeting documents, videos, management plans and anything else the ACMC would like to share. The 
members thought it was a very good idea.  
 
CWS Iqaluit is working on a template for the draft brochure and poster for all the ACMCs to use. Jennie sent 
them our brainstorming ideas about this from the last meeting (March 2018), and they are planning to use 
that and work with a professional designer to make the templates.  
 
Promotional items – 
At the March 2018 meeting, the group brainstormed about what we would like for promotional items 
related to the ACMC: 

 For the public: 
o Travel mugs 
o Toques 
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o ball caps 
 

 For the ACMC members and support staff: 
o 3 in 1 type jackets of puffy jackets for the members (good for spring to fall time, not really 

winter)  
o Sizes:  

 2XL Mens for Kitty, David, Simona, Ben,  
 3XL Mens for Emily 
 L Mens for Joseph 
 M Ladies for Susie, Junna 
 L Ladies for Jennie 

 
The members agreed this is still what they wanted and updated the size list.  
 

ACTION 2019-1-13 (ACTION 2018-1-X): Jennie to order promotional items for ACMC for the public, 
and for the members and support staff. 

 
12. Planning for next meeting 
The next meeting will be at the All ACMC meeting being held in Rankin Inlet in February 2020. All members 
from all nine ACMCs in Nunavut will be there.  
 
The next meeting after that, our annual permit review meeting will likely be in March/April 2020 because the 
permits will not be ready in time for us to review them at the All ACMC meeting in Rankin Inlet. The members 
would like to have the March/April 2020 meeting in Yellowknife. 
 
Meeting ended at 10 PM. 
Attachments: 

1. Table of action items from the previous meeting (March 2018). 
2. Group photo from this meeting (March 2019). 

 

 


