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Regular Meeting 

Feburary 13, 14, 2013 

FINAL (reviewed by ACMC Feb 28, 2013) 

 

Present 

 

Sam Palituq 

Joanasie Apak 

Enuusiq Jaypoody 

Leah Arreak 

Siu-Ling Han 

 

Absent : James Qillaq 

 

Interpreter :   Joelie Sanguya (Feb 13) ; Jacob Jaypoody (Feb 14) 

 

February 13, 2013 

 

1) Action Items from the February 2012 meeting notes were reviewed. 

2) ACMC members all indicated their interest in being reappointed, at the end of the 

meeting four members indicated that they would like Sam to continue on as 

Chairman of the ACMC 

3) Enuusiq indicated that she attended the community consultation sessions put on 

by the Nunavut Planning Commission (NPC).  She felt that it was not very clear 

what the community was being consulted on, and peoples’ questions were not 

answered very well.   

4) Siu-Ling presented information about the Nunavut Land Use Plan in relation to 

Ningignaniq NWA and CWS’s proposed recommendations to the NPC.  The 

ACMC added the following suggestions: 

a. That there be a 20 mile buffer zone around the NWA where dumping 

of waste in to the ocean (bilge, ballast, sewage, garbage) be 

prohibited 

b. That there be a 20 mile buffer zone around the NWA where seismic 

testing be prohibited year-round (clarification made at Feb 28 call) 

c. Use of motor boats within the NWA will be limited through guidance 

in the Management Plan and permits conditions recommended by 

the ACMC (i.e. use of motor boats to transport people between sites 

is supported, but other ‘recreational’ use of motor boats should be 

restricted) 



d. Commercial fishing is to be prohibited within the NWA (addition made 

at Feb 28 call)) 

5) Concerns were expressed about unauthorized access to the NWA and about 

monitoring and enforcement of permits and permit conditions.  They are also 

interested in knowing more about Ocean Dumping legislation and its 

enforcement. 

ACTION: Siu-Ling will request that the CWS Enforcement Division meet 

with the ACMC to discuss options and plans for enforcement and 

monitoring programs at Ninginganiq 

6) There was discussion about the research cabin at Nuvutiapik and whether it 

could be repaired and made bear proof 

ACTION: Siu-Ling will ask QIA to attend a future meeting of the ACMC to 

explain the Tourism projects under the IIBA  

ACTION: the ACMC will investigate possible funding sources for this 

work, ACMC members based in Clyde River would coordinate its 

completion if funding were identified 

 

PERMIT REVIEWS 

 

Le Boreale 

 

 The ACMC would like more details on where the cruise ship will cruise within the 

NWA 

 The ACMC would like to know where it is proposed that the zodiacs would land 

within the NWA 

 As the lands within the NWA are mainly Inuit Owned Lands, the ACMC 

recommends that it be a condition of a permit that there be no going ashore 

unless accompanied by a Nunavut beneficiary.  If a beneficiary will not be 

accompanying the passengers, then there should be no shore visits. 

 The ACMC agrees that up to 12 zodiacs (as per the permit application) may be in 

the water at one time, for a maximum of 1 hour of cruising, on the condition that 

they stay close together and travel as a convoy (i.e. not in 12 independent and 

different directions and speeds) to minimize disturbance to the whales.  This 

would be preferable to two one-hour cruises of 6 zodiacs at a time. 

 Finally, the ACMC recommends that a permit not be issued if the permit 

conditions for the 2012 permit are not met (i.e. a report from 2012 is not 

submitted). 

 

Government of Nunavut (Debbie Jenkins) 

 



 The ACMC supports the issuance of this permit, on the condition that no fuel be 

cached within the boundaries of the National Wildlife Area 

Adventure Canada   

 Siu-Ling reported that they were not able to enter the NWA in 2012, but they will 

be applying for a 2013 permit.  The ACMC will be able to review their application 

via conference call. 

 

February 14, 2013 

 

The sections of the February 2012 meeting notes that address the major steps of 

management plan development, and the discussion of the ACMC regarding sections of 

the management plan and process for getting public input on the plan were reviewed. 

 

In particular, the ACMC discussed at length ideas for the ‘Management Plan Vision, 

Goals and Objectives’ and the three main reasons for development of a National 

Wildlife Area (i.e. research, conservation and interpretation/education) 

 

 Joanasie described the area around Kuutannaq as being safe to reach from 

Clyde River by boat, and also good for fishing (i.e. tourism opportunity).  It is 

about a five hour hike from there to reach Nuvutiapik. 

The ACMC’s vision for Ninginganiq NWA is that the area be more 

safely accessible for ecotourists 

 The ACMCs February 2012 recommendation about documenting and monitoring 

for change in the Ninginganiq natural environment was reviewed – while the 

emphasis on bowhead whales was confirmed, it was also felt that a general 

understanding of the NWA as a whole was needed – there are other important 

features such as nesting areas for Arctic Terns, gyrfalcons and gulls, possible 

migration stopping areas for grey sea eagles from Iceland/Greenland 

The ACMCs vision for research in Ninginganiq is that the natural 

environment, particularly for important wildlife species that use the 

area (e.g. bowhead whales, a number of bird species), be recorded 

and monitored 

 The importance of cultural and historic sites in Ninginganiq was emphasized.   It 

was noted that under the IIBA NTI has the lead for cultural inventory work  

The ACMCs vision for research is also that important cultural and 

historic sites in the NWA are documented, preserved and marked so 

that information about these sites can be shared with others. 

 The importance of minimizing human disturbance to wildlife in the NWA was 

discussed, referring to the possibility of prohibiting entry to certain areas at 

certain times of the year. 



The ACMCs vision for conservation is that human disturbance of the 

wildlife species that use this area, particularly for reproduction and 

rearing of young, be minimized 

 The ACMCs original idea of holding a small workshop to discuss the details for 

addressing threats using management approaches (e.g. boating zones, speed 

zones, land areas, approach directions, limitations on traffic etc.) was discussed 

in more detail – it was decided that the following should be invited to the 

workshop:   

o Chair or Vice Chair from the HTO  

o Chair or Vice Chair from the Search and Rescue Committees  

o one representative from the hamlet 

o  two representatives from Ittaq  

 

Public Consultation (ACTIONS) 

 The ACMC will seek public input on the proposed Vision and on what 

needs to be safeguarded at Ninginganiq through a radio phone-in show 

 Joanasie and Sam will represent the ACMC during the radio show 

 Siu-Ling will send a voice recorder so that the radio show can be recorded 

and a transcript of the discussions can be made 

 

Interview Project – Presentation from Ittaq 

 

 The role of the interview project in helping the ACMC to identify the things 

(wildlife, human use) that make Ninginganiq special, where those things are, why 

they are special was discussed. 

 Siu-Ling drafted the contract terms of reference with review and approval by 

Sam 

 The contract was issued to Ittaq, as had been desired by the ACMC 

 Joelie reviewed the contract terms of reference with the ACMC  

 It was mentioned that Salomonie Nattanai is the only other person (other than 

Joanasie Apak and Mary Tassugat) who has lived in Ninginganiq who is 

available to be interviewed for the project 

 Members wanted confirmation that the contract budgeted for interviewees to be 

paid (this was confirmed after the meeting) 

ACTION:  Ittaq will work with the Clyde River members of the ACMC 

to find a date for meeting to develop the interview guide – this may 

not happen until late March or early April 

 

Communication Materials (Brochure) 

 



 The ACMC reviewed draft text for a brochure that would be used to inform 

people of Clyde River about the ACMC and the management plan development 

ACTION:  Siu-Ling will revise the draft text as discussed and prepare 

a draft brochure for the ACMC to review and further revise as needed  

 Joelie discussed the idea of the Biosphere Reserve and making the NWA known 

to a wider global audience 

 Joanasie identified the need for a brochure that would guide or advise visitors 

that may wish to visit Ningignaniq.   

 Siu-Ling noted that NTI does have some direction in the IIBA to develop 

interpretive materials  

 It was agreed that these types of documents would be valuable, but should be 

separate from the brochure described in the previous point, because the purpose 

and audience is different. 

ACTION:  The ACMC will need to work with partners (QIA, NTI, CWS) 

to develop materials about Ninginganiq that are suitable for visitors 

and a wider national or international audience  

 

The ACMC proceeded to develop a workplan for 2013-14.  Some key issues: 

 

1) Future Meetings 

 Invite NTI to present the cultural inventory plans and plans for interpretive 

materials to the ACMC.   Provide NTI with ACMC recommendations for cultural 

sites preservation and documentation. 

 Invite QIA to present information about the Tourism Fund/Projects and explore 

with them the options for making the NWA more accessible, and for repairing the 

cabin at Nuvutiapik 

 Invite CWS Enforcement to meet with ACMC to discuss enforcement and 

monitoring options and projects (e.g. ship tracking, community based monitoring) 

 

2) Complete the Interview Project 

3) Conduct the Radio Show for public input on the Vision for Ninginganiq 

4) Plan for a workshop on Threats and Management Approaches 

5) Complete the Brochure and Poster for informing Clyde River about the ACMC 

and the Management Planning process 

6) Begin to develop brochures for ‘outside’ public, explore the use of social media 

 

Other Business 

 

 Joanasie inquired about whether it would be permitted to improve the breakwater 

at Cape Raper.   Actual project funding would need to be discussed with QIA and 



others, the decision about whether or not to permit a breakwater to be 

constructed would be up to the ACMC and we would need to consult with 

appropriate authorities (e.g. Fisheries and Oceans Canada)  

 Concern about reports that Arctic Kingdom supports the harassment of wildlife.  

This is against Inuit policies, and also against federal and territorial legislation 

regarding harassment of wildlife. 

 The submissions for the Ninginganiq logo were reviewed and the one that was 

hand-drawn was selected.  The winner is Gordon Kautuk and his prize will be a 

$250 Gift Certificate to Northern. 

ACTION:  Siu-Ling will start looking into having a stamp and 

letterhead paper made 

 Although one ACMC member was missing, four members voted that Sam 

continue as Chairman 

 Sam will confirm with James Qillaq if he is interested in being reappointed to the 

ACMC or if another QIA appointee from the CLARC will be needed 


