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Isulijarnik ACMC Past Meetings 2013 
 

Information from the Isulijarnik ACMC Knowledge Stories about Dewey Soper MBS 

Cape Dorset, NU 

 

Isulijarnik ACMC Members had mentioned during their meetings the experiences they 

had going to Dewey Soper MBS and using their knowledge and what they remember 

during their childhood up until present.   

 

Ejetsiak remembers being at the Dewey Soper as a young child, said there wasn’t much 

geese at the time and not much wildlife around the area.  He says there isn’t much 

vegetation for caribou but there is a trail for caribou crossing, some arctic fox, and polar 

bears but not in many numbers.  He says  the land is very flat lands for many miles, many 

lakes around the area and some parts of the land is soft sand\mud that can easily sunk 

anything down under, has heard from his father a boat sunk, it is a dangerous area if you 

don’t know the area. 

 

Atsiaq – The geese that fly at a higher altitude are the bigger geese that fly from Pond 

Inlet, they are different birds.  Also mentions that a family disappeared around Netilik 

Lake area and never to be seen again.  

 

Alika’s has never been to the area but she has heard stories about the area being flat lands 

and seems like for eternity and her family past away around Dewey Soper area.  

 

Olayuk has also been to there area mostly during the winter season and early spring as it 

is easier access to get there but you have to know to be quick coming back as you can get 

stuck quickly because the snow can melt pretty fast.  Usually goes to the area early spring 

when geese are first arriving when the trail is good to travel, but mentions that every year 

is different and that it is better to travel as a group. 

 

 

Knowledge: 

 

Some main points of the ACMC knowledge of Dewey Soper MBS and they are: 

 Flat lands for miles and miles, not many residence go there but people that go 

there are usually the same people 

 The land area is not accessible during summer season because of the soft 

sand/muddy/mossy land 

 Geese start flying to the area towards the end of May/early June (wind direction 

has changed, getting more winds from the north and south) 

 Geese mostly lay their nest along the coastline, not inland 

 An old possibly, Tuliit site around Koukdjuak River which is outside the Dewey 

Soper 

 Koukdjuak lake is an important area as it is part of the conservation area and the 

river flows alongside Dewey Soper MBS and there is arctic char and possibly 

seals 
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  Bowman Bay is also an important area to Dewey Soper as it is part of the 

conservation area but potentially could be a bowhead calving area and polar bear 

travel through the area 

 Around Bowman Bay area, the shores are very shallow waters, the high/low tides 

is fast and can be dangerous if you are not familiar with the area as you can get 

stuck pretty fast 

 If tourist were to go and see Dewey Soper that they could only go there by air 

 On Putman Island, there is a lot of geese around the area 

 

 

 

Goals & Expectations/Concerns: 

 

1. Would like to see the nesting areas and locations around the coastline of Dewey 

Soper MBS so that when they start working on the Management Plan for the Dewey 

Soper MBS that it would help them better plan what they would like to see for the 

future generation. 

 

2. If Bowman Bay boundary should become part of the Dewey Soper MBS because of 

the possibility of bowhead calving area. 

 

3. If there should be another potential bird sanctuary for the brood number of eider 

ducks. 

 

4. To look at the old possibly “Tuliit” site, there are still whale bones probably left over 

from the shelter roofing that is located at Koukdjuak River and to see if there any 

other old sites and if that is the only potential site, than it is more important to reserve 

the old site as it has a connection to Dewey Soper MBS  

 

5. That there is arctic char on the Koukdjuak River and the richness of the char. 

 

6. That it is important to pass on the knowledge and information of the Dewey Soper 

MBS for the next generation to come. 

 

7. In the future, if tourist were interested going to the Dewey Soper MBS, how and 

when to get to the area and what would the plans be. 

 

8. If industrial shipping were to happen and larger ships are coming in, the ACMC 

strongly feel that they would have a huge impact by destroy most of the nesting areas 

on the coastal areas of the Dewey Soper MBS 

 

9. Any oil spill would damage the waters and coastline that is close to the nesting areas 

of Dewey Soper MBS 
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Objectives: 

 

1. All Isulijarnik ACMC members gain familiarity with the MBS’s via first-hand 

experience with the site. 

 

2. Consider sensitive resources, important areas for wildlife, vegetation and cultural 

site. Use GPS and maps to mark these locations so that they can be mapped. 

 

3. Think about what information we can make that is specific to the Migratory Bird 

Sanctuary .  Map and consider areas that may be potentially sensitive to visitor by 

twin otter traffic. 

 

4. Take photos of bird species nesting areas in Dewey Soper MBS  

 

5. Collect ACMC members experiences and stories of Dewey Soper Migratory Bird 

Sanctuary – use digital voice recorders to document stories and 

memories/histories of the area. 

 

6. Collect IQ knowledge and opinion of traditional ways of Inuit used, managed and 

protected the wildlife and wildlife habitat around the Dewey Soper MBS  

 

7. ACMC members can start thinking about what additional information we would 

like to gather on a future site visit. 

 

 

 

 

 


